91 telescope makers from the Netherlands.  Including makers of objective lenses and related craftsmen.
   By Peter Abrahams.  Additional entries by Huib Zuidervaart.  August 2008.

=====
Abbreviations:

b = born.  d = died.  w = working dates.  c = circa.  NIM = nautical instrument maker.  OIM = optical I.M.  PHIM = philosophical I.M.  SIM = scientific IM.

======================
Henricus Aenaea.  1743-1810.  w. before 1766.  Franeker & Amsterdam.  reflectors.  trained by Van der Bildt & Foppes.
Beijerinck.  Leiden.  w. 1829-1845.  reflectors.  mirror signed 'Rienks & Beijerink, Leiden' in Museum Boerhaave collection.  trained by Rienks.  (Beyerinck.)

E.D. Bevere.  w.1709.  probably located in the Netherlands.  objective lens, 64mm diameter, Utrecht University Museum, inscribed: 'E.D. Bevere 12 voet Anno 1709 Adriano Mels Dono Dedit'.
Carl Ulrich Bley.  w. 1760s.  Amsterdam.  brass casting business.  cast the metal for the mirror of Van de Wall’s telescope.  also studied the achromat lens, in 1761 analyzed the Dollond achromat, important to the development of the achromat in the Netherlands.

Weduwe Laurens Borrius & Dirck van Lier.  w. 1721-1725.  made telescopes for the East Indian Company (VOC). 

Albert Bouwers.  1893-1972.  Head of x-ray and high voltage research at Philips Research Laboratories, Eindhoven, 1920-1951.  Founded Olde Delft Optical Company in 1951, retired in 1968.  Bouwers wrote 24 books and over 100 papers.  Bouwers independently derived a telescope design later known as the Cassegrain Maksutov, which he developed as an aid to x-ray fluorography.  For this telescope, he filed Netherlands Patent Application 102.016, July 7, 1941; and 100.345, Feb. 13, 1941.  He received Netherlands patent 102.016, 1941.  References:
Albert Bouwers Selected Scientific Papers. North Holland, 1969.

Bouwers, Albert.  Achievements in Optics.  N.Y.: Elsevier, 1946.

Kingslake, Rudolf. A History of the Photographic Lens. Boston: Academic, 1989. 

Jan van Deijl Bunders.  1800s.  Amsterdam.  OIM, PHIM.  telescopes.  probably great grandson of Jan van Deijl.  also Jan Van Deijl Bunders en Zoon (and Son).  (Webster)

Caspar Calthoff.  Dordrecht to London.  taught lens grinding to Huygens.  (Van Helden & Van Gent)
Case.  w. c.1685.  Amsterdam.  OIM.  made telescopes.  (Webster)

James Champneys.  w. 1760-1771.  London, petitioned against the patent of Dollond 1764, sued by Dollond 1766, bankrupt 1772. (Clifton).  To Amsterdam at unknown date.  reflecting telescope.  partner in Cuthbertson & Champneys.

Gerrit Cramer. (Cremer)  1707-1755.  w. 1731, before 1755.  Groningen.  Gregorian reflectors.  refractor in Louwman collection.  Museum Boerhaave collection.  parallactic machine (Webster).
John Cuthbertson.  1743-1821.  w. 1766, 1793-1821, London.  w.1769-1792,  Amsterdam.  apprenticed to Champneys 1761.  married Champney's daughter 1768.

Jonathan Cuthbertson.  w. 1794.  Rotterdam.  retailed telescopes, perhaps a telescope maker.

Cuthbertson & Champneys.  c.1768.  London, Amsterdam.  reflecting telescope in Museum Boerhaave collection.  (John Cuthbertson & James Champneys).
Wm de la Haye.  w. 1764.  The Hague.  OIM. lenses and mirrors. reflectors.  (Haije)
Johan de Wyck.  c1660.  Delft.  lens maker, contacts with Huygens brothers.  (Johan van Wijk. Huygens wrote that Jan van Wijk was grinding lenses. (Webster))

Cornelis Drebbel.  1572-1633.  Alkmaar, to London in 1605.  made telescopes, a lensed camera obscura, a lens grinding machine, & microscopes.
William Eastland.  c1780.  London (w. 1753-1768), to The Hague.  OIM.  telescope maker.  petitioned against Dollond patent, and lost the lawsuit, 1761-1766.  made achromatic telescopes circa 1780s, some in partnership with Johannes Regenboog.
Daniël Gabriel Fahrenheit.  1686-1737.  w. 1717-1731.  Amsterdam.  reflectors.  no extant telescopes known.  made two telescopes.  c.1712, made a type of Cassegrain telescope with a mirror of 'hardened steel', but this 'steel' was probably an alloy of copper & tin.  Moved from Dresden c.1711.
Hendrik Feyt.  1699-1790.  Amsterdam.  wealthy merchant, telescope lens grinder.

Wytze Foppes.  1707-1778.  w. 1750, 1753.  Leeuwarden, Franeker.  Gregorians.  Museum Boerhaave collection; Louwman Collection.  trained by Loré.  (Wytze Foppes Dongjuma.)
Beert Johannes Gelder I.  1791-1828.  w. before 1828.  Hallum, Beetgum.  reflectors.  trained by Roelofs.

Rinse Beerts Gelder.  1794-1857.  w. 1834.  Menaldum.  reflectors.  trained by Roelofs.  son of Beert Gelder.
Leendert Johannes Harri.  1801-75.  NIM.  Refractor.  Netherlands Maritime Museum collection.

Nicholas Hartsoeker.  1656-1725.  1679-84 Rotterdam, 1716?-1725 Utrecht.  telescope.  objective lenses, Museum Boerhaave collection, & Utrecht University Museum collection. 
Pieter Sierds Heidanus.  1800s.  Hallum.  reflectors.

Petrus Hellemans.  1706.  objective lens signed: "Petrus Hellemans Opticus Belga me Fecit Ao. 1706 Focus est 28 Pedum Perfectiss".  recorded in 1867, belonging to the Utrecht University department of Physics, now unknown location.

Frans Hemsterhuis.  1721-1790.  The Hague.  mathematician and astronomer.  c.1770, developed a binocular achromatic telescope produced by Van Deijl; one surviving example, from 1789, in Teylers Museum.
Hendrik Hen.  1770-1819.  Amsterdam.  MIM, NIM, OIM, PHIM.  made  telescopes.  (Webster)

Roelof Hessels Hommema.  1791-1854.  w. 1824.  St Anna Parochie, Franeker; Berlicum.  reflectors.  trained by & assistant to his uncle, A. Roelofs.  Eise Eisinga Planetarium collection.

T.F. Huisinga.  c.1832.  St Jacobi Parochi.  reflectors.  (Inga Huisinga. OIM. telescope maker. (Webster))

Christiaan Huygens.  1629-1695.  The Hague.  objective lenses, Museum Boerhaave, & Utrecht University Museum collection.

Constantijn Huygens.  1628-1697.  The Hague.  brother of Christiaan.  maker of objective lenses.
Sacharias Jansen.  1588-1632.  Middelburg.  son, Johannes Sachariassen, claimed (to Beeckman in 1634, and to Boreel & Borel in 1655) that Sacharias had made a telescope in 1604, copied after an Italian telescope dated 1590.  the claims include inaccurate details and are not substantiated.

Johannes Kiestra.  1821-1906.  Herbajum.  reflectors.  lens for telescope at Eisinga house, Franeker.  (Webster)

P.J. Kipp.  1801-64.  w. 1830-.  Delft.  scientist. Petrus Jacobus Kipp.  Sons A.J. Kipp 1834-1916 (or A.P. Kipp), & W.A. Kipp.
P.J. Kipp en Zonen.  1864-1917.  Delft.  naval telescope, binocular telescope.  (P.J. Kipp en Zoon.)
Kipp en Zonen - J.W. Giltay.  w. 1864-1929.  A.P.Kipp and J.W. Giltay, 1864-1916; Giltay only, 1917-29.  Jan Willem Giltay 1851-1929.  Delft.  Achromatic refractor. binocular.  Museum Boerhaave collection. Louwman collection.
Jan Marten Kleman.  1758-1845.  retired in 1830.  Amsterdam.  achromatic refractor.  meridian telescope.  Museum Boerhaave collection.

J.M. Kleman en Zoon.  w.1793-1857.  Amsterdam.  many instruments including telescopes.  (Jan Marten Kleman and Son)
Krap.  w. c.1830.  Rotterdam.  telescope.
Krap en Van den Brink.  w. c.1830.  Rotterdam.  achromatic refractor.  Netherlands Maritime Museum collection.

Cornelis Langedelf.  w. 1667-1683.  polished glass, ground eyepieces, supplied tubes for Constantijn Huygens.  (Van Helden & Van Gent)
W.J. Laurens.  Hoorn.  OIM.  Telescope.  (Webster)

Hans Lipperhey.  d.1619.  born in Wesel, Germany; worked in Middelburg.  Applied for a patent for his telescope in 1608.
Jacobus Lommers.  1696–c1775.  w. c.1715 - c.1770.  Utrecht.  refractor.  Netherlands Maritime Museum.
Arnold Marcel.  1672-1748.  Dordrecht.  OIM.  nephew of Antoni van Leeuwenhoek.  mathematician and physicist.  made lenses.  Museum Boerhaave collection. (Webster)
Jacob Adriaensz Metius.  c.1580-1628.  lens grinder.  making telescopes by 1608.  brother of Adriaan Metius.  Nicolas-Claude Fabri de Peiresc owned a telescope by Metius in 1634.
Coenraad Metz.  1643-c1709.  Danzig 1643-1665, to Amsterdam 1665-1711.  MIM, OIM.  large sextant, 1685, Leiden Observatory.

Coenraad Fibus Metz.  1703-c.1748.  grandson of Coenraad Metz.  married in 1728 to Lucretia Meijnicman, their son Coenraad Fibus Metz was born in 1732.  succeeded in 1748 by 'Widow Fibus Metz & Zoon'.  the son, C.F.M., took control of the business c.1770-1780.  c.1725-1775, the Fibus Metz workshop made about a thousand marine telescopes for the East India Company (VOC), no signed telescopes extant. 

Jacob Hendrik Onderdewijngaart-Canzius.  w.1771-1838.  Delft.  MIM, OIM, PHIM, SIM.  unknown if telescopes with this mark were made or just retailed by O-C.  telescope, Frisian Maritime Museum collection.  1797, first factory in Holland making scientific instruments, closed in 1810.  1804 catalog includes Gregorian, Cassegrain, Newtonian, & Herschelian reflectors, of unknown maker; none survive.  (Webster, Zuidervaart)

Paulus.  c1653.  Meester.  OIM.  made lenses for Christiaan Huygens.  (Webster)

Hendrik Prins.  1696-1762.  w. c.1730-1760.  Amsterdam.  OIM. PHIM.  Gregorian, Museum Boerhaave collection.  apprenticed to Fahrenheit, succeeded F. in 1736.
Antonio Reballio.  w. c.1790.  Rotterdam.  OIM, PHIM.  Museum Boerhaave collection.  retailed achromatic refractors.
Reballio & Son.  refractor.  Museum Boerhaave collection.

H.A. Reens.  1800s.  Rotterdam.  OIM, PHIM.  Telescope  (Webster)

Johannes Regenboog.  w. 1782.  The Hague.  made achromatic telescopes for the VOC in partnership with William Eastland.
Sieds Johannesz Rienks.  1770-1845.  Ferweradeel, Franeker.  w. 1798 in Hallum, w. 1826-1845 in Leiden.  reflectors.  Gregorian, Museum Boerhaave collection.  reflector, Eise Eisinga Planetarium collection.  trained by Roelofs, & in 1805 by Onderdewijngaart Canzius.  (Syds Johannesz Rienks.)
Albert Roelofs.  1745-1809.  w. before 1786.  Hijum.  reflectors.  3 Roelofs brothers.
Arjen Roelofs.  1754-1828.  w. before 1786.  Hijum.  reflectors.  telescopes extant.  most eminent of the 3 brothers.
Pieter Roelofs. (2)  1742-1801.  w. before 1786.  Hijum.  reflectors.

Pieter Roelofs. (1)  Grandfather of 3 brothers, trained by Foppes.

Roelofs & Rienks.  c.1825.  Hijum.  Arjen Roelofs and Sieds Johannesz Rienks.  reflectors. Utrecht University Museum collection.

Jan Rooseboom.  w. 1809.  Buiksloot.  reflectors.  trained by Eisma Van der Bildt?  Utrecht University Museum collection.  reflector, Louwman Collection.
Paulus Ruysch.  w. 1633.  Utrecht.  (ref. Isaac Beeckman)
Johannes Sachariassen.  w. c.1633- c.1655.  Middelburg.  made telescopes.  Son of Sacharias Jansen.  taught Isaac Beeckman to grind lenses in 1634.
Rients Piers Salverda.  w. 1791.  Dronrijp.  reflectors.

Balthasar Sommer.  Amsterdam. d. c.1745.  OIM.  telescope objectives.  telescope in Assenborch Collection c.1794.  succeeded by his widow; who also made microscopes, and who moved to New York, c.1750 (1753, advertisement in the The New York Gazette)
Baruch de Spinoza.  1632-1677.  Amsterdam and Voorburg.  See longer text in accompanying document.
Adam Steitz.  w. c.1750, 1759-66.  MIM, PHIM.  Amsterdam.  Gregorian; mount.  New Observatory of Leiden collection.  worked with J. Kampman.  (ref. Webster)

Adriaan Stekhoven.  1704-1782.  Rhynland (near Leiden).  probably built a Newtonian telescope.  a reflecting telescope according to Newton’s design was owned by the 'ingenious gentleman Stekhove, florist and surveyor of ‘Rhynland', who had made a tube-telescope of brass ('buis-verrekyker van Koper'), described as miraculous ('wonderbaar').  reference: Godvruchtige, en proefkundige beschouwingen, van de wetten en werken der natuur, 1749, Leiden. (translation of Noël Regnault, Les entretiens physiques d'Aristote et d'Eudoxe, ou Physique nouvelle en dialogues, 1729, Paris). volume 2, page 529.
Jan & Hermanus van Deijl.  Leiden.  Achromatic refractor.  collections: Teylers Museum, Museum Boerhaave, Louwman collection.  Binocular refractor.  1762, first achromat telescope by v.D.  Hermanus (Harmanus) w.1705, son of Jan van Deijl, father of Jan van Deijl.
Idszard Gerbens van den Velde Haarlem.  d. after 1781.  w.1768-1779 in Franeker, 1780 to Holland.  reflectors.  Louwman Collection, Frisian Maritime Museum collection.  trained by Van der Bildt.  (Ids Gerbens van de Velde).

Bauke Eisma van der Bildt.  1753-1831.  w. 1787-1806, Buiksloot, Amsterdam.  w. 1806-1831, Franeker.  reflectors.  Louwman collection, Museum Boerhaave collection.  grandson of & trained by Jan van der Bildt I.
Jan Pietersz van der Bildt I.  1709-1791.  w. 1745.  Franeker.  reflectors.  40 year career, made at least 550 telescopes.  collections: Utrecht University Museum, Museum Boerhaave, Louwman collection, Eisinga Planetarium.  trained by Loré & Feyt?  (Pieters, Pytters)

Johannes van der Bildt Jzn.  1736-c.1780.  w. c.1762?  Franeker.  reflectors.  collections: Museum Boerhaave, Eisinga Planetarium, Louwman collection.  trained by Van der Bildt.  (Jan Van Der Bildt II.) 

Lubbertus van der Bildt Jzn.  1738-c.1780.  w. c.1767-1780.  Franeker.  reflectors.  collections: Museum Boerhaave, Eisinga Planetarium, Louwman collection.  trained by Van der Bildt.  (son Jan I)

Dirk van der Hoeven.  w. c. late 1600s.  produced lenses for Christiaan and Constantijn Huygens.  nicknamed 'the chimney-sweeper" (schoorsteenveger).

Johannes van de Velde.  w.1810-23.  Franeker, Friesland, to Haarlem in 1780, then to Amsterdam.  NIM, OIM.  telescope maker.  partner in business of Gerard Hulst van Keulen.  (Webster.  information uncertain.)

Jacobus van de Wall.  1700-1782.  w. c.1742.  Amsterdam.  reflectors.  trained by Von Sprögel.  a wealthy merchant.  the only surviving telescope is a large Gregorian, c1750, speculum cast by Carl Ulrich Bley, ground & polished by Van de Wall, mechanical parts by Adam Steitz of Amsterdam, now exhibited at Leiden New Observatory & Museum Boerhaave.  (Zuidervaart, Van Gent)

Gerard van Keulen.  w. 1731.  objective lens, signed & dated 1731, Museum Boerhaave collection. 

Jan van Musschenbroek.  1684-1748.  (brother of Pieter van Musschenbroek, physicist, son of Johan Joosten van Musschenbroek, 1660-1707)  The Van Musschenbroek family sold telescopes: refractors only until c1731, reflectors after c1736, in 1739 a Newtonian, all probably imports from England.  Only one telescope is extant, a refractor in the Boerhaave collection, unsigned, on which the first owner wrote that he bought the instrument from Jan van Musschenbroek.
Worp van Peyma.  1795-1880.  w. before 1829.  Ternaard.  reflectors.  trained by Roelofs.

Gerrit Matthysz van Stralen.  w.1628.  ref. Isaac Beeckman.
Sibrandt Taekes van Vliet.  1740-1806.  w. before 1786.  Franeker.  reflectors.  telescopes extant.  trained by Van der Bildt & in 1791 was successor to VdB as Franeker U. laboratory assistant.  (also 'van der Vliet', reflector, Eise Eisinga Planetarium collection, Louwman collection.)

François Veeckens.  w. 1697.  Leiderdorp.  (ref. Zuidervaart 2004)

Eduard Wenckebach.  w. 1813-1874.  Amsterdam.  NIM.  Universal instrument.  Utrecht University Museum collection. (ref. Webster.)
Louis Wurstemberguer.  w. 1752.  Kleef.  reflectors.
======================================
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